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CINCPAC -FOR- POLAD-’. — - ■: — 

SUBJ* THIEU; briefs POLlTiciANS-ON ceasefire negotiations 
/ 'DECEMBER 12* .- .ii.:. . " . 
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V *• 


I* president -THIEU MET FOR THREE. HOURS ON THE AFTERNOON OF DEC* *12 
WITH about 100 POLITICAL' EIgUReS> JNcLUdING THE OFFICERS AND 

committee chairmen OF both HOUSES of The national assembly,- 

f. according 'TO PRESS REPORTS aND XOMMENTS TO EMBASSY OFFICERS ;BY 

r60S'T i "" '■ WHb WERE 

^ f 'pRESENT a THIEU'S ^presentation -WAS pro ce eded by A /LEN GTHY .BRTEF- 

ViDS'H ING BYT - _ _ ON THE tOURsE 

OF THE ”NEGOTIaTIONS TO OATE, ... 


ON THE f DORSE 




12 . -.-.• .■■■■. ^ JhoA !HA0 political' figures, critical Of 

THlETi’ S DOfiEStriC -POLITICS A tOL-D EMBASSY -. OFF IcERS dEc M.'THaT 
THIEU^S'xOMMENTSTHAO BEEN quite PESS iMIgt IC . .THIEUA THEY ;SAiDA 
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TOLD the assembled POLITICIANS THAT THE ^OVN DEMAND FOR REVISIONS 

. ■ • 

IN the peace agreement had not, been met, if he signed JNE - 
agreement^ thieu predicted that the communists would eventually 
expand Their influence in the ;south to the point where they icould 

WIN AN election. HE REPEATED .ARGUMENTS MADE IN HIS NOV I2 _ 

address before The national assembly warning about the continued 

PRESENCE OF 300^000 NVa IN SVN AND THE POTENTI AL DANGER OF ;tHE 

tripartite council of national reconciliation and XONCORDo the 

draft AGREEMENT/ he SaiD* "WaS TOO HIGH -A PRICE- TO PAY FOR 
release of 600 US POW.s. ON THE OTHER HaND/ THIEU SaID^ IF 
HE REFOseD TO SIGN-i The. US 'CONgRESS WOUlD XUT off aid within 
TWO months and the gvn would be finished anyway, he J . 

VIETNAMESE SLaNG TERM THE: EQUIVALENT OF "I WOULD BE ASPHYXIATED • 

3. THIEU/ ACCORDING TO* RAISED THE MATTER 'OF A 

US COMMITMENT TO INTERVENE MILITARILY IF THE OTHER SIDE RESUMED 
THE' war but indicated STRONG Si<EPTlClSM, THIeU SAID THAT/ 

although the us had Promised retaliation/ "who can know for 
sure”, thieu/ they sAib/ had Stated with some pride that he 
had been the first chief of staTe "TO Stand up to mr. nixon** 
but left unclear whether he intends to tSlGN the ceasefirei 

agreement* OR not. ^ 




i,. BOTHfr' >ERE upset OVER THIEU^S^^PESSIhISM .ANO_ _ 

asked ■ it'THTlJSTtHOuQHT. ^rT^^ WERE JU . THE -EHbASSY OFF IgERSj- 

replied EMPHaTICALLY.Atn the: NEGATIVE/ -STaTINq THAT THE GVN/^WITh 
US: support and FRlENDSHiP> HAS ALL! ThE RESOURCES NEcESSaRY jO _ 
meet SUCCESSFULLY -ANY challenge the OTHeRjS IDE MIGHT MAKE.iUNDER 
the: TERMS OF THE DR AFT AGREEMENT . THE OFFI CERS ALSO SUOGESTfD - 

that any commitments unoertakan by the !US: ought = To be Taken 

seriously. 


5. Japp-E 

VIEW/ IF' THEIU. DOES 

continues to practi 

nationalist PERTIES 
whether ,or not he S 
CASE/ The gvn would 
they hoped that 'THI 
authority :Td A new 

NATIONAL- FORCES. TO 


aRED relieved, they then SaID that. in THeIR 
NOT make: headway AGaINST xORRUPTION AND . _ 

CE dIVIDE-AND-RULE.TACTICS with regard To 
And religious- GROUPS/ it makes no difference 

IGNS the draft agreement. iN EITHER . 

eventually BE DEFEATED* THE SeNaTORS SajD 
EU W0UL0= remain AS PRESIDENT -BUT RELINQUISH 

prime -minister .capable- Of organizing ALL; 
carry --THE i Nation through the post-se'ttlement 
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